CHAPTER XVH
THE GHANAPUR DIAMONDS
IN March 1921, after a triumphal world tour, Boris
Vronsky revisited Paris, where he rehearsed a series of
artistic and daring tableaux to be produced at an ultra-
modern theatre. The careful selection of his performers,
and the exquisite settings in which their beautiful bodies
were to be exposed, proved that his skill in stagecraft was
undiminished, and that he continued to have no rival in
the art in which he specialized.
Marie was still a very valued member of his company.
Since the day, fifteen years ago, on which she was first
engaged at the JNiw Art Theatre in Grafburg, Marie's
features had undergone the inevitable change attendant
upon advancing years. Her eyes were sad and tired,
mainly due to the loss of her daughter, the Petrovka of
her hopes, but otherwise she was in good health, and she
attributed her excellent physical condition to die strict
discipline, abstinence, and diet to which she had become
accustomed. Marie, however, had determined to leave
the New Art Company at the end of the Paris season, for
she was terrified at the prospect of being compelled to
take a minor r61e, and of serving as the background for
some young girl, by whom she had been superseded.
She wished to retire from the stage while still in the
heyday of success, and was thankful that her careful
economy enabled her to do so. She had received ever-
increasing salaries during her years of work and had
never lived extravagantly. Consequentiy, her wise
investments made, most of them, on the advice of Boris,
insured her a comfortable income for the remainder of
her life. Moreover, now that Marie had nobody to